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Openedin 2016, the Shinshoji Zen Museum and Gardens is based
on Tenshinzan Shinshd-ji, a temple of the Rinzai sect’s Kennin-ji
school, which was built in 1965 with Hideo Kambara as its foun-
dation and Zen master Ekijo Soshin as its invited first chief priest.
After passing through the stately main gate all made from zelkova,
oneis greeted by a building that blends in with the surrounding
nature, yet is at the same time unique in its own way. It is called
“Shodo,” where the reception desk is located. Designed by
Terunobu Fujimori, architect and architectural historian, with the
theme of red pine, which is a tree symbolizing the Setouchiregion
and closely related the image of Zen. On the hill by the main gate,
thereis the art pavilion KOHTE/ (photo p.106), which art fans should
not miss. Designed by Kohei Nawa | Sandwich, the architecture
resembles a giant ship floating in midair and is entirely covered
with wood using the kokerabuki (wood shingle roofing) technique,
giving it agolden, shining majesty. The interior of the building itseif
is an installation work by Kohei Nawa, WOW, and Marihiko Hara,
inviting visitors to an all-sensory Zen experience using contem-
porary art thinking and techniques. As | left KOHTE! and strolled
around the precincts, | was struck by the fact that everything | saw
was a genuine work of art by top-notch creators. At'Shogon-do,”

Japan's first permanent exhibition hall dedicated to Hakuin, visitors

can enjoy one of the largest permanent collections of Zen artworks
by Hakuin from the temple’s permanent collection. The karesansui
(drylandscape garden) “Shinshoji Mumyd-in Garden” in front of
the Shogon-do was designed by Kinsaku Nakane, a renowned
landscape architect. And the “Shashin-tei,” a circuit style garden
in the center of the temple grounds, was designed by Shiro Na-
kane, a son of Kinsaku. There is also Ichirai-tei, a reconstruction of
aone-and-a-half-mat tea room said to have been operated by Sen
no Rikyuin his final years, by Nakamura Masao, a leading research-
er of teahouse and sukiya, and “Shuro-ken,” a reproduction of

the shoin “Zangetsu-tei” and tea room Fushin-an representative
of Omotesenke, also by Nakamura, as they were when they were
built. Visitors can enjoy a cup of tea and sweets at “Shuro-ken”

or at “Ganku-in,” which was moved and reconstructed after its
constructionin the 14th century. In addition, at “Gokan-da,” you
can enjoy boiled udon in the same style as the training monastery
in the Rinzai sect. And since the Yokushitsu (bathhouse) is one

of the seven regular buildings required for a training dojo, there is
even abathhouse with both indoor and outdoor baths on the pre-
cincts. Of course, the International Zen Training Hall offers a full-
scale training experience. | hope you will visit and feel the luxury of

experiencing the teachings of Zen.
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